LONDON

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
22 JANUARY 2026

Order of Business

ORDER BUSINESS

1 Apologies for Absence - To receive any apologies for absence.

Minutes - To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27

2. November 2025.

Declarations of Interest - To note any declarations of interest in any matter

3. before the Council.

4 Mayor’s Announcements - To receive the Mayoral Announcements.

5. Public Question Time - To consider questions submitted by Members in
accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10. Public question time is limited to 30
minutes.

5.1 QUESTION FROM AHMAD RAFIQUE OF ABBEY CLOSE, HAYES TO
THE CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT -
COUNCILLOR BRIDGES:

Given the ongoing and well-documented issues with persistent fly-tipping and
delayed waste removal across several wards in Hillingdon, can the Cabinet
member explain what specific actions are being taken to improve both
enforcement and the timeliness of waste clearance? Residents are increasingly
frustrated that reported fly-tips often remain in place for extended periods,
attracting vermin, creating health hazards, attracting further dumping, and
undermining confidence in the Council’s environmental management.

5.2 QUESTION FROM TERENCE MURRAY OF OTTERFIELD ROAD,
WEST DRAYTON TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING
AND GROWTH — COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL:

Can the Council clarify the status of the planning application at the Morrisons
site in Yiewsley? Local residents believed that a planning application was
approved by the Council, but the current MP for the area has released a video
criticising Council Officers and saying that the Council is delaying signing off
legal conditions to enable progress.
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5.3 QUESTION FROM DANIEL O’NEILL OF ASHBURTON ROAD, RUISLIP
TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION -
COUNCILLOR LAVERY:

At the September 2025 Council meeting, the then Cabinet Member for Finance
described Exceptional Financial Support as an "accounting adjustment”, said
that "there will not be a cash cost which falls upon local residents"”, and later
explained in writing that it would be "amortised over a period of 20 years".

However, at the Residents' Services Select Committee in January 2026, the
Corporate Director of Finance stated, "just to be clear, EFS ... is not free money

. it needs to be repaid" and that it "comes at a cost to the Council over the
coming years".

Given that meeting those costs over the next 20 years will fall to be met from the
Council's revenue budget and therefore affects the funding available for
services, does the Cabinet Member accept that, in ordinary language, this
represents a cash cost borne by residents through reduced spending power for
services, and can he outline the expected annual cost to the Council's budget of
repaying this support over that period?

Report of the Head of Democratic Services - To consider the following:

i)  URGENT IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS - Members are asked to
note the urgent decisions taken since the Council meeting in September
2025, as detailed in the report.

i)  PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS 2026/27

NB: Members are asked to give consideration to the amended version of
the programme of Meetings appended to the end of the Order of Business.

RECOMMENDATION: That the programme of meetings for 2026/27 be
approved and the Head of Democratic Services in consultation with
the Chief Whip of the Majority Party be authorised to make any
amendments that may be required throughout the course of the year.

i)  AUDIT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT - Members are asked to note the
Annual Report of the Audit Committee 2024/25 be noted.

To be moved by Councillor Edwards and seconded by Councillor Bianco.

Other speakers: None
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Statement of Licensing Policy

RECOMMENDATION: That the revised Statement of Licensing Policy be
adopted as a policy framework document.

To be moved by Councillor Bridges and seconded by Councillor Edwards

Other speakers: None

8. Local Development Scheme

RECOMMENDATION: That the revised Local Development Scheme be
adopted with effect from 22 January 2026 and authority be delegated to the
Director of Planning and Sustainable Growth, in consultation with the
Cabinet Member for Planning, Housing & Growth to make minor and
technical updates only, within the Local Development Scheme, if
necessary.
To be moved by Councillor Tuckwell and seconded by Councillor Edwards
Other speakers: None
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9. Council Tax Base and Business Rates Forecast 2026/27

RECOMMENDATIONS: That:

a) Having due regard to the Review of Working Age Council Tax
Reduction Scheme [CTRS] for 2026/27 at Appendix 2 and the Equalities
Impact Assessment at Appendix 2a, the following amendment to the
Council’s local Council Tax Reduction Scheme to reform the scheme
with effect from 1 April 2026 be approved:

I.  Apply the standard £10.00 non-dependant deduction across all
schemes including the vulnerable scheme (unless the non-
dependant is a student when no deduction is taken);

ii. Reduce the maximum award from 80% to 75% across the
vulnerable scheme as part of our phasing in of aligning the
vulnerable scheme with the standard scheme; and

iii. Increase the non-dependant deduction from £10.00 to £12.00 per
week;

b) the introduction a Council Tax Premium at an additional 100% on
properties designated as second homes from 15t April 2026 be
approved,;

c) the Council Tax Taxbase for 2026/27 be approved as 107,546 Band D
equivalent properties, calculated in accordance with the Local
Authorities (Calculation of Council Taxbase) (England) Regulations
2012; and

d) authority be delegated to the Corporate Director of Finance to
submit the 2026/27 NNDR1 return by 31st January 2026 to the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
[MHCLG] and the Greater London Authority [GLA].

To be moved by Councillor Lavery and seconded by Councillor Edwards

Other speakers: None
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10.

Members’ Questions - To consider Questions submitted by Members in
accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11. Members’ question time is limited
to 45 minutes.

10.6

10.11

10.1

10.4

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MARTIN TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR
TUCKWELL:

Can the Cabinet Member please update Council on the recent article in
the Evening Standard that Hillingdon Council are focusing on prioritising
Hillingdon residents for housing, ahead of prioritising asylum seekers,
which is a choice being made by other London Boroughs.

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURLES TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES AND PROPERTY -
COUNCILLOR BIANCO:

Could the Cabinet member please inform this Council of the total amount
of unpaid debt on commercial leases of Council owned assets, and
explain what robust measures are in place to ensure that these debts are
not only pursued but actually collected, so that public assets are not left
generating losses due to ineffective debt recovery?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR CURLING TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH -
COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL:

In Hayes Town Ward, we have a number of large developments of mixed
tenure, like, High Point Village and the OIld Vinyl Factory, amongst others,
where High and ever-increasing service charges can be crippling for
leaseholders.

Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that the Labour Government's
delays in implementing the Leasehold and Freehold reform act 2024, is
causing considerable pain for residents of Hillingdon, who have to suffer
excessive service charges by their landlords, especially in the on-going
cost of living crisis?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DAVIES TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR
BRIDGES:

Could the Cabinet member please set out any measures being introduced
to assist residents with the disposal of larger household items that do not
fall within the scope of standard waste collection services?
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10.3

10.7

10.13

10.10

10.15

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MATHERS TO THE
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

The Council’s Chief Finance Officer confirmed at the Corporate
Infrastructure and Finance Select Committee on 6 January 2026 that
accepting Exceptional Financial Support will cost residents around £10
million every year.

Why has the Leader of the Council failed to make this clear in the budget
consultation, and does he accept that residents have been denied full and
honest disclosure about the true cost and long-term consequences of this
Exceptional Financial Support bid?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BENNETT TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT -
COUNCILLOR BRIDGES:

Could the Cabinet member please advise on the progress being made in
rolling out food waste collection services to residents living in flats and
apartments?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR GARELICK TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION -
COUNCILLOR LAVERY:

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Transformation has publicly
admitted - via a post on the Ruislip Facebook page - that the proposed
parking charges for Ruislip Lido were wrong in the 2026/27 draft budget
currently out for public consultation.

Given that this draft budget was delivered late and already contains
acknowledged errors, can the Cabinet Member for Finance and
Transformation tell this Council what confidence residents should have in
the accuracy of the remainder of the budget, and what other mistakes
they now expect to emerge before it is finalised?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DHOT TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR
TUCKWELL:

Can the Cabinet member please share an update on the new pothole
technology repair machine that has been invested in by the Council, and
how it has been used to date?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MAND TO THE LEADER
OF THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

The Council’s borrowing has exploded from £349million at 31 March 2024
to £518million by 31 March 2025. The December 2025 budget report
(paragraph 11.12) confirms that a further £267million of borrowing is
required to fund the General Fund Capital Programme, on top of the
anticipated £150 million of Exceptional Financial Support borrowing simply
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10.8

10.14

10.5

10.9

to pay for day-to-day spending until March 2027.

Taken together, this administration is driving the Council towards £1billion
of debt yet still cannot produce a legally balanced budget. The Leader has
been forced to go cap in hand to the Labour Government for Exceptional
Financial Support, not for investment or regeneration, but purely to stop
the Chief Finance Officer issuing a Section 114 bankruptcy notice.

When Thurrock Council collapsed into effective bankruptcy, its debt had
only just breached £1 billion.

Given the strikingly similar debt levels, reliance on borrowing to fund
revenue spending, and the need for emergency Government support, will
the Leader of the Council explain what concrete action he as Leader of
this Council is taking to prevent a Section 114 notice?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR AHMAD-WALLANA TO
THE CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT -
COUNCILLOR BRIDGES:

With the opening of the new Platinum Jubilee Leisure Centre imminent,
could the Cabinet member please outline any plans to promote its use
and, in doing so, support local residents in leading healthy lifestyles?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR KAUR TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION - COUNCILLOR
LAVERY:

As the 25/26 budget was based on using Capital Transformation to
achieve a target of £34million in-year savings, can the Cabinet member
please tell this Council what percentage of the £34million saving target
was achieved by Capital Transformation and what was achieved by the
Managed Vacancy Factor?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURROWS TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT -
COUNCILLOR BRIDGES:

Could the Cabinet member please provide an update on the current
status and future plans for the borough’s archives and museum?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR SWEETING TO THE
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

In his ‘Happy New Year message in the January edition of Hillingdon
People, the Leader of the Council claimed that £40 million is being
withheld from Hillingdon Council, implying that the Labour Government is
deliberately denying him funding.

It has long been clear that this is a three-year settlement, and it is up to
this Council to operate within its financial capacity. Yet Conservative
decisions - chronic overspending, missed savings targets, and exhausted
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10.2

reserves have left the Council in its current precarious position.

Why has the Leader of this Council failed to acknowledge that Hillingdon
has gained substantially from the Labour Government's Fair Funding
Settlement, as set out in the Cabinet Report of 23 December 2025, and
has instead chosen to mislead residents about where the blame lies

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BANERJEE TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH -
COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL:

Can the Cabinet member please provide a summary of how the Council
has undertaken gritting of roads within the Borough during the recent cold
weather?

10.12 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR PUNJA TO THE LEADER

OF THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy—CIPFA—has
now been asked by MHCLG to assess the in-principle decision to pursue
Exceptional Financial Support.

That is somewhat ironic, given that Councillor Edwards previously chose
to award a single-tender contract to Grant Thornton, instead of CIPFA, to
deliver this Council’s Financial Modernisation Programme which has now
cost around £1.7million and failed to deliver on time and to budget.

At the July Cabinet meeting, the Leader went further, proudly stating that
this Conservative administration had uncovered £14.1million of
accounting errors dating back to 2014 and therefore did not require
independent scrutiny.

Does the Leader of Council now accept the need for independent scrutiny
from CIPFA, or was the reason that CIPFA were not appointed in the first
place because he has something to fear from it?
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Motions - To consider Motions submitted by Members in accordance with
Council Procedure Rule 12.

11.3 MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL

That this Council unequivocally condemns the proposed changes to
national and London-wide planning legislation, which represent a direct
threat to Green Belt land, Metropolitan Open Land, and the long-term
sustainability and character of communities across the London Borough of
Hillingdon.

These proposals amount to a centralising power grab that prioritises
developer interests over residents, weakens local democratic control, and
undermines decades of hard-won protections for open space and
community infrastructure.

Council expresses grave concern at the following:

e The unprecedented threat to Metropolitan Open Land, opening the
door to wholly inappropriate development on some of the borough’s
most cherished and irreplaceable open spaces, in direct contradiction
to their intended purpose and historic protections.

e« The introduction of a sweeping default position in favour of
development, particularly around stations, which would expose large
parts of Hillingdon to high-density, unsuitable development imposed
without proper local consultation or accountability.

e Proposals for so-called emergency Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) relief in London, which would encourage overdevelopment while
stripping away essential funding needed to support schools,
healthcare, transport, and other vital local infrastructure.

e« Proposed changes to the Mayor of London’s call-in powers, which
would allow City Hall to override the clearly expressed views of
democratically elected local councillors, riding roughshod over local
decision-making and silencing the voices of residents, making
Hillingdon residents pay for the Mayor’s failure to deliver housing in
central London Zones 1& 2 where they are desperately required.

This Council believes these proposals fundamentally undermine local
democracy, weaken environmental protections, and place intolerable
pressure on already stretched communities and infrastructure. Whilst the
Council will respond to the 225 questions in the usual manner It also
requests the Leader of the Council to write urgently to the borough’s three
Members of Parliament, demanding that they publicly oppose these
proposals, raise Hillingdon’s objections forcefully in Parliament, and take
all necessary steps to defend the borough’s residents, communities, and
green spaces from inappropriate and imposed development.

To be seconded by Councillor Edwards
Other speakers: Councillors Bhatt and
11.2 MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR MATHERS

fha{—lﬁﬁee&neﬂ—wdee@es—&ﬁd—ee@fﬁes—ﬁ—graﬂﬂﬁe—tﬁ%he Labour
Jangaryes nt for stepping in to provide fairer local government funding,

3USineSﬁ1cluding an increase of £126.7 million for Hillingdon - addressing years of
underfunding under the previous Conservative government - and enabling

the Council to meet its statutory responsibilities, invest in transformative




ORDER

BUSINESS

Motions
(continued)

111

e Reduced financial risk and stronger long-term sustainability for the
Council

This Council notes that in the last settlement under the last Conservative
government, core funding power was cut by 7% in real terms, leaving
councils like Hillingdon under significant financial pressure.

This Council therefore resolves to:

e publicly thank the Labour Government for its fair funding settlement
and

e call on the Conservative-led local administration to use this funding
responsibly, focus on outcomes for residents rather than blaming
them.

To be seconded by Councillor Punja
Other speakers: Councillors Edwards, Kaur, Lavery, Mand and Sweeting
MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR GARDNER

That this Council recognises that a well-resourced and well-managed
CCTV system can play an important role as one of the key factors in
tackling crime and many forms of antisocial behaviour.

This Council notes that Hillingdon now has about 3000 CCTV cameras,
surely making it one of the best-provided Boroughs in London and that
there have been numerous examples of excellent work by the staff of the
Control Room in catching criminals as a result of close working with the
local police.

However, this Council regrets that for an extended period there have been
only a few members of staff to monitor such a large number of cameras
and that this is making it impossible to provide effective monitoring.

The situation is becoming increasingly unacceptable with frequent
instances of only one member of staff on duty and occasions when
residents have tried calling there is nobody present at all and therefore
one has to assume that the CCTV room isn't covered 24/7, so,
presumably, also calls from the police go unanswered.

This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet to review, as a matter of
urgency, the level of funding needed to ensure the proper functioning of
this service which is vital for the safety and security of the local
community. Surely a well-staffed CCTV room will comply with Hillingdon’s
strategic objective of providing safe & strong communities and also being
a digitally enabled modern council.

To be seconded by Councillor Curling

Other speakers: Councillors Bridges
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NB: Councillor Bridges to move and Councillor Edwards to second
the following amendment (additional words in bold italics and deleted

words eressed-through):

That this Council recognises that a well-resourced and well-managed
CCTV system can play an important role as one of the key factors in
tackling crime and many forms of antisocial behaviour.

This Council notes that Hillingdon now has about 3000 CCTV cameras,
surely making it one of the best-provided Boroughs in London and that
there have been numerous examples of excellent work by the staff of the
Control Room in catching criminals as a result of close working with the
local police.

Council therefore requests that the Residents Services Select
Committee undertake a review of the CCTV service for Hillingdon to
establish where any improvements can be recommended to further
enhance the safety and security for Hillingdon residents.

The amended motion then to read:

That this Council recognises that a well-resourced and well-managed
CCTV system can play an important role as one of the key factors in
tackling crime and many forms of antisocial behaviour.

This Council notes that Hillingdon now has about 3000 CCTV cameras,
surely making it one of the best-provided Boroughs in London and that
there have been numerous examples of excellent work by the staff of the
Control Room in catching criminals as a result of close working with the
local police.

Council therefore requests that the Residents Services Select Committee
undertake a review of the CCTV service for Hillingdon to establish where
any improvements can be recommended to further enhance the safety
and security for Hillingdon residents.
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11.4 MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR EDWARDS

That this Council expresses its deep concern at the decision by the Home
Office last month to restrict local authorities’ access to data relating to the
placement of asylum seekers in taxpayer-funded accommodation.

This decision is further evidence of the failure of the Government’s asylum
and immigration policy that is characterised by poor planning and a failure
to work transparently or constructively with local government and that has
cost Hillingdon taxpayers millions of pounds in unfunded demand
pressures.

The Parliamentary Home Affairs Select Committee has reported that
failure to share of data on asylum seekers with Local Authorities limits
their ability to plan and respond to asylum seeker placements effectively.
Where data on new arrivals, move-ons, or transfers isn’t shared in a
timely and detailed manner it makes it difficult for Councils to allocate
resources in education, health, social care or homelessness prevention,
since authorities cannot anticipate demand reliably.

The decision also damages trust in the Home Office, weakens
accountability, and irresponsibly risks fuelling community tensions at a
time when the Government should be focused on supporting local
authorities, not sidelining them. Secrecy and centralised decision-making
do nothing to fix a broken asylum system and instead place additional
pressure on councils, frontline services, and local residents as well as
potentially harming the welfare of asylum seekers.

This Council, therefore, calls on the Government and the Home Office to
urgently reverse this decision, restore full transparency with local
authorities and work in genuine partnership with councils to deliver a fair,
effective and properly managed asylum system that commands public
confidence.

To be seconded by Councillor Tuckwell

Other speakers: Councillors Dhot

END OF COUNCIL MEETING
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Programme of Meetings - 2026/27- London Borough of Hillingdon

2026 2027

Standard

Start May June July  Aug' Sept' Oct'  Nov' | Dec' Jan' Feb Mar' April | May

Time

. 14 25 13
COUNCIL 7:30PM (AGM) 9 24 26 21 (Budget) (AGM)
Whips Meeting 5PM 7 22 24 19 23
CABINET 7PM 28 25 23 17 22 19 17 14 18 25 29 27
Shareholder Committee (on rising of Cabinet or
other time TBC) L= 22 25
Petition Hearings - Planning, Housing & Growth 6PM 8 2 11 3 14
Petition Hearings - Community & Environment 6PM 22 18 13 10
Hillingdon Planning Committee 7PM 4 14 3 6 5 15 4 9 8 11
Pensions Committee 5PM 19 - 11 - 10 -
Audit Committee 5:10PM 28 12 30 10 26
Health & Wellbeing Board 2:30PM 9 8 1 9
Licensing Committee 10AM .3. 8 6
(training)
Licensing Sub-Committee - dates TBC when
: TBC

required
Children, Families and Education Select Committee | 7PM 16 16 22 12 14 11 11 13
Residents' Services Select Committee 7PM 10 7 9 25 19 18 18 21
Corpor_ate Resources and Infrastructure Select 7PM 17 29 16 o4 20 17 17 15
Committee
Health and Social Care Select Committee 6:30PM 18 21 30 11 12 16 16 20
Corporate Parenting Panel 5:30PM 28 20 26 27
Standards Committee 7PM 24 2 9 2
Hillingdon SACRE 6PM 30 18 25
Induction and Member Development Days éﬁm : 11 TBC
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